
Napier manufacturer Senator Boats was set up 13 years ago, 
with owner Wayne McKinley having a boat-building history 
going back nearly 20 years. 

The marketing of Senator was handled by Firmans Marine for 
many years, but last year the two companies parted ways and 
Senator set up its own distribution network.

Senator�s new Typhoon range comprises conventional mono-
hulls that complement their popular pontoon boats and larger 
offshore cruisers. The Typhoons start at 5.5m and run through to 
8.5m in hull length. 

Recently I had the chance to trial the MH760 Typhoon with 
Senator agent, Gary Hatton, of Auckland Marine. We had planned 
to take the boat out over the Manukau Bar on Auckland�s west 
coast, but bad weather and other obligations kept interfering, and 
in the end we launched the boat at Gulf Harbour on the east 
coast to the north of Auckland city.

Construction
With 6mm bottoms, 5mm sides and a 4mm chequerplate deck, 

this hull has substantial speci� cations. The chines are fully seam-
welded, inside and out. The keel assembly sees the bottom plates 
also seam-welded inside and out, with a � at plate welded cross-
ways above the keel line, forming a strong triangular section.

The deadrise at transom is a reasonable 18°. There are no 
strakes � making the hull a soft-rider � and the chines running 
almost to the bow are downturned. 

Under the deck there are four longitudinal supports running 
the length of the hull, and � ve frames/bulkheads laterally, in 
addition to the transom. Senator says there�s 1030kg of built-in 
hull buoyancy, but reserve buoyancy � gures (buoyancy minus rig 
weight) were not available at the time of writing. 

Power and performance
Test day was a magni� cently calm mid-autumn morning with 

TRAILER BOAT TRIALS
By Sam Mossman

Senator Typhoon 760




