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enator RCC500

For a number of years, Fishing News
has run a pair of project boats: a large
hardtop trailer boat and a smaller
centre-console.

Of the two, the smaller boat is often the
most fought-over by Fishing News staff. It is
easy to tow using an average-sized vehicle,
a lot cheaper to run, easy to launch, and
is generally more convenient (especially
for inshore, short-duration trips) than the
bigger boat, which has its place for shing
tournaments and trips further a eld.

I have set up several of my own small
boats over the years. For some reason | really
get a kick out of starting with a standard
boat and converting it to a specialist shing
machine (albeit on a small scale), and | have
learned a number of things. The primary
one is not to rush into things; it is important
to sh the unmodi ed rig for a while to get
an idea of what you really want from it, and
how best to achieve the desired results. |
ama rm believer in putting only what you
really need in a boat and keeping everything
as simple as possible.

Our current small project boat, an
RCC500 from Napier boat-building com-
pany Senator, is at this stage now. The new
Senator is a centre-console built on a ve-
metre pontoon hull. The concept was for
a compact inshore coastal and lake open
sport shing hull, suited especially (but not
dedicated to) casting soft-plastics and ies.

The pontoon con guration gives a useful

combination of stability, load bearing and
safety, while the centre console gives much
more open shing space, although there is
a price to pay in terms of less shelter.

We sent a wish list of features to
Senator, who produced the hull with
no further input from Fishing News. It
is a prototype hull, and there was a bit
of experimentation with fuel tank and
battery positioning required to get the
balance sorted before they delivered it to
us. Several of these hulls have been built
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since, and the design and build process is
now a bit more re ned.

I will deal with the basic boat design
and t-out here, and plan to publish a fur-
ther piece on the nal shing customising
later in the year.

The pointy end

The section forward of the console was
designed to be a forward casting platform,
with a chequerplate deck providing good
footing.

Above: The new project boat under construction at Senator s Napier factory.






